
 

 

Innova Recordings National Call I 

“Dreams Have No Borders” 
TELL US THE STORY 

We have commissioned, created, produced, and recorded a new chamber opera called 
Dreams Have No Borders. This unique project is based on interviews collected over the 
course of a year within our local Latinx community in Southern Oregon. It features music by 
Ethan Gans-Morse, libretto by Tiziana DellaRovere, a Grammy-winning cast of Estelí Gomez, 
soprano, Cecilia Duarte, mezzo, and David M. Sanchez, tenor, accompanied by the Delgani 
String Quartet (called “the state’s finest chamber ensemble” by Oregon ArtsWatch). 

The opera explores the courage and humanity of refugees and asylum seekers who are forced 
to risk their lives to reach the USA to survive. It tells the story of Marisol, a young mother in 
central Mexico who is forced to flee her home when a drug cartel murders her husband and 
threatens her life and the life of her baby. It follows her harrowing journey to reunite with 
her older sister, Rosario, already living in the USA. Along the way, she is aided by a young 
Honduran man, Gabrielito, who is fleeing the loss of his family’s farm when an oligarch killed 
his father and took over the region to create a palm oil plantation. 

We created Dreams Have No Borders as a concert piece for live premiere in 2020. When Covid 
made that plan impossible, we re-imagined the piece as a semi-staged opera, rented a 
theater, and recorded the project behind closed doors under strict safety protocols. 
Naturally, in the process of recording the video, we also created an excellent audio recording 
by renting high-end wireless mics and engaging a professional engineer onsite throughout.  

This project is very important to us. It took nearly three years to create, and we believe the 
theme of undocumented immigrants seeking asylum is sadly still as timely as ever. Members 
of the Southern Oregon Latinx community contributed at all stages of production, interviews, 
sharing stories, and giving feedback on the libretto to participating in the filming. The award-
winning cast is racially diverse, and our librettist is herself an Italian immigrant. Its message 
of love and overcoming hardship in the face of tragedy serves to humanize the real-life 
people and their stories as represented in the opera. 

We believe this project has a lot of merit artistically and socially and deserves to be known 
and experienced as widely as possible. So, in addition to releasing it as an on-demand video 
to the general public and for free for nonprofits doing immigrant-oriented education and 
service provision, we’d also like to release it as a traditional album. 

Continued on next page… 

 



 

 

TELL US THE PLAN 

The piece is completely recorded—both audio and video—but we’ve only just begun post-
production, so we don’t yet have any mixed audio. What you hear in the video excerpts is a 
very rough mix that we’re using as a reference. Similarly, the video was shot by three 
cameras but has not yet been edited, cropped, or color-graded. So the video excerpts are still 
in a very rough stage (just one wide angle) and serve only to give a general sense of the 
quality of the performances and the themes of the project. 

Our goal is to have the fully finished audio (and video) completed by the beginning of 
May 2022. We plan to release the video on-demand by June, and we hope to be able to pair it 
with live film screenings and film festival entries at that time. 

The purpose of releasing it on INNOVA would be to create a companion audio album for 
commercial sale, free distribution to non-profits, and dissemination to classical radio DJ’s 
and music critics in hope of obtaining critical reviews and wider distribution. 

We are fully 100% committed to marketing and publicizing this project online and 
otherwise. Additionally, we expect that the Grammy-winning stature of the cast will help gain 
attention and distribution for the project. 

 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE US TO HELP? 

We can provide fully mixed and mastered audio. We would love your help with: 

 distribution,  
 licensing,  
 PR/Marketing (but especially PR to get the physical disc in the hands of critics), 
 and the design and production of physical media. 

 


